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chance of being overtaken. From information gained on the spot
it appeared that the Burmese force amounted to about 3,000 men,
and the hurried retreat of so large a body, upon the approach of
a force not a third of their strength, clearly showed how little they
were disposed to offer opposition to the British occupation of
Assam.

The advanced posts being thus secured, Colonel Richards
moved the remaining part of his forces up to Kaliabar, but his
chief means of transport being by water, the advance of the army
was necessarily slow. No difficulty, however, was experienced
from any other cause, as the people were friendly and there were no
enemy to be encountered. From Kaliabar, the force moved to
Mara Mukh, where they arrived on the 6th January. At this
place intelligence was received of the presence of various hostile
bodies at Kaliana, Deogoru, Dhogaon, and on the Jorhat road,
whereupon Colonel Richards at once despatched portions of his
force against them. These operations having driven back the
enemy at trifling loss to the British, a further advance on Jorhat
was undertaken on the 17th January.

From here Colonel Richards marched to Gawrisagar, a few
miles from Rangpur.1 The boats had now to be left behind, the
Dikhu river being too shallow for them to proceed any further.
The guns and ordnance stores were consequently landed, and a party
of the 46th Native Infantry being dropped to guard the boats, the
rest of the troops advanced on Rangpur. On the morning of the
27th, the advanced guard was vigorously attacked by the
Burmese who had taken up their position in thick jungle. Colonel
Richards finding it impossible to get to close quarters, feinted
a retirement, to tempt the enemy into leaving their position. The
ruse was entirely successful; the Burmese rushed out into the open
at this apparent exhibition of timidity, and the British, suddenly
turning, charged the enemy and defeated them with heavy loss.

The British advance on Rangpur was then resumed. The
approach to the capital had been strongly fortified. A stockade
had been drawn across the road, the left of which was strengthened
by an entrenched tank, and the right was within gun-shot of the

1 Rangpur, the old capital, was situated about one mile south of Sibsagar.
Only the ruins of the palace now remain.